Chapter XXIV
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, A PRODUCT OF THE
TREATY OF VERSAILLES
OF ALL the modern Slavic States, Czechoslovakia is by far the
best situated from an economic point of view and in regard to the
general state of culture of the majority of its cities. But it is an
artificial State. It received its autonomy as a reward for having
cut adrift from the Austrian Empire during the World War, and
although it now consists of three parts, Bohemia, Moravia, and
Slovakia, it is hard to say whether it can survive as an independent
entity*
In the first place, the country is land-locked. In the second place,
there is very little love lost between the Catholic Czechs and the
Protestant Slovaks. The former, as part of the German-speaking
Austrian kingdom, had always been in direct contact with the
rest of the world. Whereas the latter, badly administered by their
Hungarian masters, had never risen very fir above the status of
mean little peasants.
As for the Moravians, whose country, situated between
Bohemia and Slovakia, contains by fir the most fertile agricultural
part of the entire Czechoslovakian commonwealth, they are poli-
tically quite insignificant, and therefore take no part in die endless
quarrels and feuds which have made the nine million Czechs treat
the four million Slovaks in very much the same way as they were
treated formerly by the Hungarians, whose respect for the rights
of racial minorities is of very recent origin.
Any one who wishes to study racial problems at their very
worst is politely referred to central Europe. The situation is
really quite hopeless. Czechoslovakia is not as bad as many
other countries. But Czechoslovakia, too, is composed of three
diffircnt groups of Slavs who hate each other, and the problem
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